Risk factors associated with the development of chronic lung disease in children.
By better understanding the intrinsic and extrinsic factors that predispose children to chronic lung disease, strategies to prevent its development can be proposed. This article addresses conditions, such as bronchiolitis, croup, hyaline membrane disease, hydrocarbon ingestion, and near-drowning, that have been found to result in long-term changes in lung physiology. Also considered are the possible relationships of common respiratory infection, asthma, smoking, and air pollution to the development of chronic respiratory infection.